THE  EVIDENCE   OF THE  PLAYS
is convinced that Lord Derby was mainly respons-
ible for the play. But Derby's share was probably
confined to the revision of 1596; because Cham-
bers admits that the play refers to events in France
in 15785 and Clark assigns the play to Oxford in
that year, when the matter was topical.
Professor Lefranc found record that in 1599
"our Earle of Darby is busye in penning com-
medyes for the commoun players/' and proved
that, in addition to Lovfs Labour's Lost, Derby was
intimately connected with A Midsummer Nighfs
Dream, which was almost certainly acted at his
wedding to Elizabeth de Vere in 1595.
Lefranc also gives him The Tempest, because
Derby was intimately acquainted with Dr. Dee,
Queen Elizabeth's famous astrologer, and the play
is full of magic, astrology and occultism. But it is
more likely to have been the work of Raleigh and
his friend Lady Pembroke, as considered later.
But Oxford no doubt collaborated with his son-
in-law Derby in the revisions of Love's Labours
Lost and A Midsummer Jiighfs Dream. Moreover,
Southern wrote of Oxford in the dedication of
Pandora:
.For who marketh better than he
The seven turning flames of the sky? (The Planets)
Or hath read more of the antique:
Hath greater knowledge of the tongues?
Or understandeth sooner the sounds
Of the learner to love music?
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